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INTER-BALKAN COOPERATION: COMMUNITY BRIEFING ON THE MEETING OF 
EXPERTS ON TRANSPORT HELD IN SOFIA FROM 15 TO 19 JUNE 1981 


1. _ Ambassador Papaioannou, Director-General for Economic Affairs 
at the MFA, gave us an account of the above meeting on 26 June. 
Stratis Stratigis, Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Coordina- 
tion, had nominally been the head of the Greek delegation but he 
had stayed for the opening day only. Papaioannou had remained 
throughout for what he clearly regarded as a rather wearisome 
meeting at which much time had been spent haggling over the text 
of the final protocol. The text eventually signed on 19 June is 
attached, Papaioannou also distributed (copy also attached) the 
text of the first draft submitted by the Bulgarians to illustrate 
how far the other delegations had succeeded in modifying it. 

2a Papaioannou opened by recalling that at the inter-Balkan 
meeting held at Ankara in the autumn of 1979 (at which he had 
been present) it had been agreed that there should be an expert 
meeting on communications - which everyone except the Bulgarians 
had interpreted as meaning telecommunications. The Bulgarians 
moreover had insisted that discussion should be confined to 
bilateral cooperation. Some of the governments represented at 
Ankara judged the meeting a fiasco but as the concept of Balkan 
cooperation stemmed from a Greek initiative associated personally 
with Karamanlis the Greeks had been reluctant to admit that multi- 
lateral cooperation even on technical subjects had proved futile, 
It was agreed that the next expert meeting Should take place in 
Sofia and subsequently, when Karamanlis met President Zhivkov, 
the Greeks were surprised to find that the Bulgarians had 
changed their tack and were intent on organising a meeting for 
which "communications" was interpreted as meaning "transport", 
The Bulgarians spent a great deal of time and trouble preparing 
for their meeting, visiting capitals and agreeing the rules of 
procedure in advance. Ai this point the Greek Government came 
to suspect that the choice of transport as the theme for the 
Sofia meeting was related to Brezhnev's initiative for a Pan- 
European meeting on this subject. This suspicion was confirmed 
when the Bulgarians informed the other participants that an 
expert from the ECE Office in Geneva wished to attend as observer, 
The Romanians did not like this at all but in the event the 
Deputy Head of the ECE Office did attend. Papaioannou subse- 
quently discovered from this observer, an Italian, that far.from 
taking the initiative, the d Nations officials in Geneva 

had been put under a grea ide py tho Bulgarians and 
he had come to Sofia w : eluctance. 
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The drafting sessions continued so long that the final plenany 
had to be postponed and, as a result and to the discomfiture of 


the Bulgarians, the ECE representative had to leave to catch his 
aircraft for Geneva without Speaking. 


[M Parallel to their efforts to promote the concept of Pen- 
European cooperation, the Bulgarians opposed - apparently success- 
fully - any reference in the protocol or other conference documents 
to the continuity of inter-Balkan cooperation. They refused, for 
instance, to include any specific reference to preyious meeting |. 
They had however gone out of their way to flatter and cultivate 

the Greek delegation, making numerous references during the meeting 
to the excellent current state of bilateral relations and to the 
success of the recent meeting between Karamanlis and Zhivkov in 
Rhodes - a meeting which (as Papaioannou observed in parenthesis) 
had indeed been cordial but which had not achieved very much, 


5. Papaioannou said that the Greek Government judged the Sofia 
meeting to have been at least a limited success.. But what exactly 
was gained is not very clear. As follow-up there will be further 
meetings of experts as specified in the protocol. Papaioannou 
counted it a minor achievement that the level of participation has 
been higher than at previous similar meetings. 1 


6. In deducing Bulgarian - and also Soviet - motives over this 
meeting, I imagine that, in addition to the desire to promote the 
Brezhnev proposal for a Pan-European conference referred to above, 
it is not irrelevant that the Bulgarians have been given a special 
role within the CMEA in the field of long-distance road transport. 
Papaioannou did not refer to the CMEA angle but mentioned that 

the visiting delegations had been much impressed.by what they had 
been told of the 8,500 Bulgarian registered heavy vehicles which 

now traversed the motor routes of Eastern Europe and the Middle East. 


FP The Romanians have proposed that the next inter-Balkan meeting, 
to be held in Bucharest, should consider questions of energy. 
Papaioannou did not appear to be particularly concerned that 
Brezhnev had also proposed a Pan-European conference on this subject. 


t POR VOM OU O9 
of the meeting of experts from Balkan 
' countries on questions cf transport 
/Sofia, 15 - 19 June 1981/ 


At the invitation of the Peopla's Republic of 
zie and in accordance with the agreement reached, 
a eting was held in Sofia from 15th to 19th June 1981 
of experts on transport from Balkan countries,to which 
participated delegations from the People's Republic of 
> bulgaria,the Hellenic Republic,the Socialist Republic of 

Romania, the Republic of Turkey and the Socialist 
Federative Republic of Yugoslavia. 


A representative of the Inland Transport Committee 
of the UN Economic Commission for Europe was also present 
at the meeting in the capacity of an observer. 


On behalf cf the Government of the People's Republic 
of Bulgaria the Minister of Transport Mr. Vassil Tzanov 
greeted the participants in the meeting. 


At the first plenary session the agenda,the rules 
of xecedure, and other ways of proceeding in the meeting 
| were adopted with connues A ist of the participants 
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2. 


further development of international goods a 
Passenger transportations through the territories 
of the Balkan countries; 

development and improvement of transport 
infrastructure; 

7 Measures to be taken for facilitating international 


transportations, 


The delegations of the participating countries 
underlined with satisfaction that the follow-ups of meetings 
and the frequent contacts between the Balkan countries held 
on all levels in the spirit of mutual understanding, friend- 
ship and good neighbourliness have also contributed to 
the Gevelopment of the cooperation in the field of transport. 
Taking into account the evident importance of the territories 
of the Balkan countries to international transport it was 
noted that the favourable development of bilateral coope- 
ration among the Balkan countries in this field during 
recent years has contributed to the development of economic 
and commercial international relations and contacts among 


the citizens of different countries. 


Since certain problems concerning international 
transport cannot be effectivelyresolved only on a bilateral 
basis,the participants underlined the advantage of their 

multilateral cooperation in the spirit of which the present 
meeting ín Dort is held and which can be considered as a 
c ; ity and to the development of 


and in Europe which is in conformity 
ki and constitutes another 
entation of these provisions. 


es noted various meetings 


| the future. 


3. 


FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL ROAD 
AND PASSENGER TRANSPORT THROUGH THE TERRITORIES 
OF THE BALKAN COUNTRIES 


The experts of the countries participating in the meeting 
indicated that they are facing problems of common interest in 
the field of transport and underlines the possibilities of 
further development of international goods and passenger trans~ 
kan countries. They 


1 


port through the territories of the 


agreed that there is a need to realize their cooperation on 


problems of common interest. 


Agreement was reached for carrying out of analysis and 
prognosis of international goods and passenger transport through 
the territories of the Balkan countries for the period up to 
1990 or 2000 aiming at a better use of the existing transport 
systems and for agreeing upon the measures to be taken for the 


development of the infrastructure. 


In this connection they decided to hold meetings of 
experts from Balkan countries with the aim to make such analyses 
and prognoses as well as to propose measures which should be 


f taken to meet the transport demands. 


If necessary, assistance should be seekd from the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 


i 

1 At the same time it was agreed that an exchange of 

Í information on transport policy of the various Balkan countries 
should be carried out. 
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They consider it useful to establish contacts ini ntríes 
u: 
the concerned transport organizations from the Balkan e 
to exchange pertinent information and exumine the possibi 
; tion 
to reach agreements in view of developping the cooperati 


under mutually advantegous conditions. 


The experts considered the necessity to cooperate in 
impoving road traffic safety throuhg the territories of the 
Balkan countries an@ to examine the measures related thereof. 


The representatives of the participating countries 
in the meeting noted that the above-mentioned action should 
be carried out by taking into account some factors relating 
to transport such as: 

~ energy and fuel consumption 

~ duration of transport 

- improvement of transport conditions 

- protection of the environment x 

- traffic safety ‘ a 

- mutual benefits and costs of international transport 


DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT 
OF TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 


The experts considered it worth that in future a greater 
attention be given to the development of the infrastructure of 
railway, river road and combined transport, introduction of 
the use of containers aa aer new progressive technologies 
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E pan importatnt tendency in the improvement of transport 
infrastructure in the territories of the Balkan countries 1$ 
the development and reconstruction of the cross border points 
as well as equipping them with modern equipment which would 
allow the application of advanced technologies, within their 
Possibilities, for expediting the traffic and the opening of 
new ones, if necessary and justified by the traffic demands. 


The experts are of the opinion that special attention 
should be paid to the improvement of water transport infra- 
Structure connected with the increasing role of river and 


combined transport.' m 


The experts underlined the importance of road transport 
and road development and recommended that pertinent studies 


be undertaken for the improvement of the road network of the 
Balkan countries. 


The experts also underlined the need for the improve- 
ment and more efficient use of the existing transport infra- 
Structure before any importatnt project is undertaken. 


Taking into account the considerable capital investments 


necessary for the improvement of transport infrastructure of 
international aspect in the territories of the Balkan countries; 
the experts stressed the importance of profound studies and 
exchange of information and data, as well as of technoco-econo- 


mic analysis in order to establish the form of the investments 
in this xespect. 
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shortening their duration, diminishing the stay of 
transport vehicles and increasing the traffic 
capacity of the border points; 
that transport organizations study, 
agree upon the measures aiming at the improve 
Passenger transport among the Balkan countries; 
in view of facilitating journeys and encouraging 
Private and group tourism, that the competent railway 
authorities of the Balkan countries study the possi- 
bilities and coordinate measures for the establishment 
of direct railway connectiéns between the capitals 


and if expedient, 
ment of 


and other big commercial and tourist centres of the 
Balkan countries. 

to study the possibilities concerning the promotion of tech- 
nical and legal assistance, as well as fuel supplies and other 
services in international traffic among the Balkan ' 
countries; 

that the competent authorities ensure in due time 
advance and current information on the conditions 
and accessibility of the main international highways 
and other matters concerning traffic. 

in order to facilitate the movement of vehicles and 
the conditions of work of the drivers that the 
competent authorities of the countries study the 
possibility for drafting and issuing an atlas, 
consisting of road maps of the Balkan countries, the 
tion on the particularities of the 
? regulations and Specific customs and 
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| Tf one or more of the participating countries consider 
it necessary they may propose to examine the possibility of 
Organizing Meetings of experts to study certain concrete 
SWestions mentioned in this Protocol. Such meetings will be 
organized by diplomatic channels. 


The delegations were received by the Minister of 
Transport of the People's Republic of Bulgaria Mr. Vassil Tzanov. 
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i The representatives perticipating in the meeting visited 
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The present Protocol is done in Sofia on I9th o 


1981 in French ana English, both texts being equally 
authentic, ^' A 
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